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or a nun; but he did not expect, any more than that
Church did, or than the Eoman Catholic Church
does now, that every one should adopt such a life.
He even earnestly warns off from it every one who
has not a special vocation for such a life and who
has not counted the cost. For all who have not
this special vocation, he is content if, without renoun-
cing relative goods, they should constantly remember
that such goods are relative, and that the absolute
good must never be sacrificed to them. Finally he
bids them always remember that all outward things
are in the hand of God, and therefore must be rightly
disposed. In this respect the attitude of the Stoic
is essentially religious; and what gives him strength
to meet misfortune and bereavement, is not so much
indifference as confidence in the divine power that
gives and takes away.

But there is still another aspect in which the
Stoic modifies his conception of the indifference of
all outward things. He is obliged to recognise that.
action is particular, or that in each action we have
to deal with a particular object. Our motive may
be to realise the general idea of law or order, but
in every special action we have to apply that idea
to some- specific end. Hence, though the inner
attitude of title will be everything, yet it always is
m attitmde toward something external. This the
.dtoie is obliged to admit; and hence, while he